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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


SERMON FOR YOUTH, 
SERMON Ii. 


Psawm cxix. 9.—* Wherewithal shall a young man cleause his way? 


By taking heed thereto according to thy word. p 


Every individual of experience and :eflection, must be 
sensible, that for young persons ear ly to adopt a virtuous 
course of conduct, is, both to themselves and to the com- 
munity, of the highest importance. [t is equally obvious, 
that, in this world of sin, the condition of these persons is 
extremely hazardous. These consideratious, my young 
friends, are my opology for the plainness with which I 
shall now address you. ! would have it impressed on 
your minds, that you are in great danger. The world it 
which you live, is deeply infected with sin, You are sur- 
rounded with depraved creatures. You are depraved 
creatures yourselves. You have within you many sinful 
appetites and passions, continually pleading for indul- 
gence. Numerous and powerful indy cements are before 
you, to lead you into sin. But you canvot yield at all to 
their influence, and be innocent or safe. Sin is most 
criminal in the sight of God, and of most ruineus tenden- 
cy. It contributes directly to the temporal and eternal 
destruction of all who indul: ge it. In one unguarded mo- 
ment you may fall into those transgressions, which will 
Gover you with infamy for ba present life; which wil 
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also cause the Spirit of God to forsake you: thus may 
you seal your eternal perdition. What renders y ur ceu- 
dition more alarming, is, that you are insensible to iis 
dangers. The pit is open before you; you are exposed 
to fall into it; but it is concealed from your view. You 
are ignorant of the fearful hazards which attend your 
course. You perhaps imagine that it is in all respects 
safe; that it lies only through a pleasant and deligh:ful 
region. This however, is a dangerous delusion. In or- 
der that you may avoid evil, it is first needful that you 
consider yourselves exposed to it. 

My young friends, in the text a rule is laid before you, 
by which you may walk in safety. 


Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By 
taking heed thereto according to thy word. 


This is the only proper directory for the conduct of 
persons of every age. But it is specially needful for the 
voung. Will not you, then, who are at this age, peruse 
with attention what | shall briefly say concerning the 
manner in which you may cleanse your ways, by taking 
heed thereto according to God’s word? By Gou’s word, 
you know, are intended the Scriptures of the Old and New 
‘Testament. By cleansing the ways, is meant, leading a 
life free from sin. That the word of God is suited to pro- 
duce in you such a life is evident. 

1. Because it teaches, that you are always in the im- 
mediate presence of God, and should act fromm fear of him. 
it informs you, that be compasseth your path, aud your 
lying down, and is acquainted with all your ways; that 
there is not a word in your tongue, but, lo, he knoweth it 
altogether ; that he has beset you behind and before, and 
Jaid his hand apon you. You may say with the Psalmist, 
‘€ Whither shall 1 go from thy Spirit? or, whither shall f 
flee from thy presence??? The Scriptures also teach that 
God is great and terrible ; that he is greatly to be feared, 
and to be had in reverence by all his creatures. Let 
these thoughts be impressed upon your minds, let them 
have proper influence on your feelings: aud must you 
aot be restrained from iniquity ? Who will dare to sin: 
wuat young person will presume to indulge his youthful 
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follies, when sensible that Ie sees him, who is of purét 
eyes than to behold iniquiiy, or to look upon sin? Mad 
you this impression you would feel, that by every trans- 
gression you would offend the Holy One: with Joseph 
you would say, “ How then can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against God? But would you take heed to your 
ways according to the word of God, the fear of him, must 
deter you from sia. How terrible is his wrath. “ Our 
God is a consuming fire.” His anger burns to “ the low- 
est he'll.” What creature impressed with these awful 
truths, would dare to sin against Jehovah, and provoke 
bim to wrath? With these truths in mind, who would 
rush upon him, wpon the thick bosses of his buckler? 
What thoughtless youth would hold on in bis career of 
iniquity, would set the Almighty at defiance? A sense 
of the presence of God, united with the cear of him, has 
greater influence than a!l things besides to restrain from 
sin. My young friends, I know that your own experi- 
ence fully verifies this assertion. Let me shew you to 
yourselves, and let conscience testify to the truth of what 
I say. When you have committed your greatest sins, yor 
have had no sens of ‘God’s presence, no fear of him be- 
fore your eves. But when you have felt that his eye is 
upon vou; and have realized that his wrath is terrible, 
vou have been afraid to commit iniquity ; have been cen- 
strained to deny yourselves the indulgence of your sinful 
appetites. The holy Scriptures abundantly teach, that 
wherever you are; in whatever you are engaged; to 
whatever temptations exposed; you should never forget 
that you are m the presence of your Maker, nor should 
act without a sense of his fear. With such impressions 
on your minds, would you frequent the company of the 
irreligious and profane? Would you yield to their temp- 
tations? Would you take your Creator’s name in vain ? 
Would you profane the Holy Sabbath? Would you in- 
dulge in forbidden pleasures ? Would you give loose to 
those youthful passions, which draw you so strongly from 
the path of virtue? 

2.°The word of God teaches the young to yield obedi- 
-ence and respect to their parents, and to all who are their 
superiors in age, in experience, and in wisdom. It says, 
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“ My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother; bind them continually upon 
thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. Honour thy 
father and thy,mother. Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right” Who, that will exercise reflection 
ean avoid perceiving, that com‘sliance with these precepts 
must have the most happy tendency ? To one of them is the 
promise annexed, “ So shall thy days be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” ‘To another, “ When 
thou goest it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest it shall keep 
thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee. For the 
commandment isa lamp, and the lew is light; and re- 
proofs of instruction are the way of life.” Next to the 
immediate teaching of the word and the Spirit of God, 
what cau be of greater advantage to the young, than the 
advice and the direction of those who feel tender anxiety 
for their welfare, and who have learned from experience 
the course which they can pursue with safety? Consider, 
you “he gre young, that your parents and your aged 
counsellors, were once aS you now are. They kiiow the 
dangers to which you are exposed, and the way to avoid 
them. They know the vaiue cf those plearares which 
you prize so highly. They know the consequences of 
indulging these ardent passions which exist in your 
breasis. Js it not they manifest, that they must be com- 
petent to counsel and to guide you; that it you will walk 
in the way whici: they direct, you may walk in safety? 
How many have piunged themselves in ruin both for 
time and eternity, by despising the wisdom of their 
parents, by casting theiy instructions bebind their backs. 
Too froward to give themselves up to the direction of 
those who are their natura} guardians, they have proudly 
ollowed their own imaginations. The trutt of thei rash- 
ness and folly has been the loss of virtue, of respectability, 
and of happiness. When too late, they have set down, 
and, with unavailing grief, have mourned over that in- 
considerate self-confidence, that headlong indiscretion, 
which has caused their destruction. But, my young 
friends, would you avoid the same evils, take heed to 
your ways according to God’s word. For your encour- 
agement koow, that compliance with the duty of which } 
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now speak, will entitle you to the special favour of the 
Most High; while indulgence of the opposite spirit is sure 
to expose you to his wrath. It is the saying of an apos- 
tle: * Honour thy father and mother, which is the first 
commandment with promise? On the other hand, it is the 
saying of the wise man: “ The eye that mocketh ats his 
father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the 
valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.” 

3. The word of God teaches the young to have regard 
to the consequences of their conduct. With respect to 
every action, it says to them: “ What will ye doin the 
end thereof? There is a way that seemeth right to a 
man; but the end thereof are the ways of death. Re- 
joice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know 
thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into 
judgment.” Compliance with. these instructions of. God’s 
word is of special importance to the young. Inconsider- 
ateness is a fault te which they are peculiarly exposed. 
They are too apt to allow their views to be limitted to the 
present time. If they can but enjoy pleasure today, 
they are prone to think little what will be to-morrow ; or, 
at most, if they can but be happy during the present life, 
they do not censider what will be their condition in the 
life which is to come. Here, my young friends, is the 
cause of many of your irregularities and your sins. You 
do not, as you ought, reflect thai there will be bitterness 
in the end. Did you look forward to the solemn reckon- 
ing which you must one day have at the bar of God; 
did you consider that every deed done in the body will be 
there brought into view, and will have important influence 
on your welfare to eternity, you would be afraid totaste 
the cup of forbidden pleasure. When you are tempted to 
commit iniquity; when sinners entice you, or your own 
vehement passions draw you asiray, did you call to mind 
those awful declarations of God’s word: “ The wages of 
sin is death: The soul that sinneth, it shall die,”—would 
you not be afraid to yield to temptation? I cannot believe 


. that you are willing, for the sake of a momentary gratifi- 


sation, to expose yourselves to an eternity of wo. I can- 
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not suppose you so void of reason, that for the pleasures 
of a day oran hour, you would be willing to lose the eter- 
nal favour of God; willing to subject your souls to his ever-. 
lasting wrath. tf you are doing this, it is because the 
instructions of Holy Writ are not suitably impressed on 
your minds; because you lose sight of that day of Judg- 
ment, and that eternity which it teaches you to expect, and 
for which it instructs you to prepare. Inconsideration has 
ruined the souls of multitudes, who have gone down ta 
perdition in youth. Oh! let not this prove your ruin; 
bu: as God has taught you, consider, in this your day, the 
things which belong to your peace, before they are hid 
from your eyes. Never forget that you are living for 
eternity. : 

But turther, The Holy Scriptures teach, that you should 
ever act from love to God, and regard to his glory ; that 
you should love your neighbour as yourselves, and value 
his happiness as yourown. Thus do they instruct you 
what course of conduct will render you happy and useful 
in the present world; will secure to you the divine ap- 
probation ; will prepare for youa peaceful and triumphant 
death; and will end in your admission to future and eter- 
nai glory, What rule then will you adopt for your direc- 
tion through this world of temptation and of sin, if you 
forsake the Oracles of God? Shall it be your own'perverse 
inclinations? Shall it be the opinions of your feilow men 5 
the corrupt maxims of a world lying in sin ? Would you pres 
fer to grope in the darkness of midnight, rather ‘than to 
walk in ihe light of the Sun of righteousness? Would you 
give yourselves up to the direction of a most unsafe guide, 
when you might enjoy the guidance of infinite wisdom? 

If the word of God is so excellent a rule for the direc- 
tion of your conduct, be exhorted to study 't with con- 
stant attention, with earnest prayer, to impreve every op- 
portunity to become acquainted with it. No other know- 
ledge is so important to you as a knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures. You might better be ignorant of all other 
books, than of That which came from heaven. Much 
is contained in this book. It needs to be many times read 
that it may be understood : hence much study is necessary 
in order that you may obtain a knowledge of it, Butde 
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you alwavs read the word of God with earnest prayer for 
the teaching of the Holy Spint? Itis only He whocan lead 
you to an acquaintance with its sublime doctrines, with its 
holy mysteries. Without Him to enlighten your minds, 
all the knowledge of the Bible, which you will obtain, will 
not affect your hearts, will not make you wise unto salva- 
tion. 

Further, Give careful attention to every public religious 
discourse. In every such discourse tite doctrines of Scrip- 
ture are explained, or its duties inculcated. Every gospel 
sermon is an important mean of religious instruction. 
If you would cleanse your ways by taking heed thereto 
according to God’s word, listen most carefully to every 
such sermon; give earnest heed to treasure it up in yout 
memories. Ever attend to the Christian Minister as the 
ambassador of Christ—as the man who shows you the way 
of salvation. See to it, ‘hat none of his instructions are lost 
through your negligence. : 

But, my friends, you need not be induced to use all 
these endeavours to become acquainted with the sacred 
Volume from mere regard to the advartage to be derived 
from it. Be assured, its contents are adapted, in the high- 
est degree, to interest you: they cap hardly fail to afford 
you the richestentertainment. No book contains so much 
interesting history; so much sublime poetry; so much 
irresistible eloguence , so many touching appeals to the 
feelings; so much profound and conclusive reasoning 5 
so much practical and useful instruction as the Holy 
Holy Scriptures. They unfold to us the character of God 
and the character of man. They detail the wonderful 
acts of the Redeemer in our beha'!f. ‘They teach us, in 
the most engaging manner, both how to live and how to 
die, 


—_—_—— 


MEMOIR OF REBECCA M. COIT. 


Resecca M. Cort, the youngest daughter of Mr. Elisha 
Coit, of New-York, was born August 21,1808. Her natu- 
ral disposition was amiable: and ber mind, as it un- 
folded itself, discovered no ordinary capacity. Both 
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were cultivated by the instruction which she received at 
home and in school. Her pareuts, being followers of 
Christ, taught her to remember her Creator and Saviour 
in the days of her youth. He: teachers, whilst they in- 
structed her in the rudiments of knowledge, enforced the 
precepts which she received from parental piety. Her 
dutiful behaviour at all times, and the progress which she 
made in her studies, endeared her to her teachers, and 
gave to her parents a pleasing prospect of her future 
character and conduct. Though, like all childcen, fond 
of play, yet she never sacrificed any opportunity of im- 
proving her mind. The Shorter Catechism, the Psalms 
and Hymns of Dobell, and others, with her Bible, were 
her favourite books, to ‘which she paid most of ber atten- 
tion. At the early age of four years she was able to read 
the Bible, and commenced commiiting to memory portions 
of it, as aiso of the Catechism, and the collections of Psalms 
and Hymus which were put in her hands. It was evident 
that her study of these books was voluntary——a matter of 
choice, not of constraint. Before her death she could re- 
eat accurately all the answers in the Catechism, with 
nearly all the proofs quoted in support of them, as also a 
number ef chapters, both in the Old and New Testaments, 
together with many Psalmsand Hymns. Nay, more, she 
had gone through, in the course of her daily readings, 
Scott’s Family Bibie, with the Notes, nearly to the 70th 
Psalm. The knowledge which she thus acquired, she 
cheeifuily communicated to the servants in her father’s 
family, taking upon heiself the task of teaching them.the. 
Catechism. In this work she engaged of her own accord,. 
thus spending her leisure time in doing good to others, 
rather than tn play. Her parents did not perceive in her 
any special seriousness or conceri: for her soul. In her sixth 
year, she was indeed frequently found weeping after she 
had gone to bed; and when asked the cause, replied, “ It 
was because she was so wicked a clild.” It was not, 
however, until Ser last sickness that she was made thor 
ougny sensible of the importance of salvation and seek- 
ing, found it through the blood of Christ. } 
On the Lord’s day morning, December 6, 1818, about 
$ o’clock, she was suddenly seized with rumpboess and 
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spasm in her right side. Leaning her head on her motli- 
er’s lap, instead of complaining or crying, she said, 
« Mother, will somebody pray for me that God would for: 
give my sins? I want you to pray now.” Before prayet 
could be offered she fell into violent convulsions. When 
she recovered her senses, being asked if she remembered 
her request, she answered, * Yes: but nobody prayed for 
me.” Shall father pray with you uow? “ Yes, that my 
sins may be forgiven me.” 

During the two following days her spasms returned at 
intervals. Whenever she felt their approach, she would 
most earnestly request prayer, and always that her sins 
inight be forgiven ; never once mentioning her bodily in- 
disposition. On Tuesday her mother repeated to her our 
Lord’s words—* Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heav- 
en.” She looked up, and exclaimed, “Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my spirit: mother,’ she added, “do not grieve for 
me: the Lord has done it; he has laid me on a bed of 
sickness, and he will raise me up again.” Sha frequentle, 
during these days, inquired whether ber pasior would not 
visit her, expressing her desire that he would pray for 
her. 

On Wednesday morning, her prother-in jaw observing 
her much afflicted, inquired after the cause of her distress, 
‘¢Oh, Iam such a sinner,” was the reply. In the course 
of this morning her pastor visited her, and conversed with 
her as much as her weakness would permit. His remarks 
were adapted to her years and situation. She was re- 
minded of the willingness of God to save the young as 
well as the aged, and of the compassionate attention of 
Christ to little chiidren. As her physician had directed 
her to be kept quiet, the interview was snort Being ask- 
ed by him, Wiat do you wish me to pray for? she an- 
swéered promptly, “ That my sins may be forgiven.” In 
the evening of this day, with much anxiety she asked of her 
brother-in-law, “ Do you think that God will pardon my 
sins??? She was directed by him, in reply, to the blood of 
Christ which cleanseth from ali sin. Afterward, she said, 


_*I want to go: I Ipve to be where Jesus is.” In the 
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night she exclaimed, “ Jesus has washed me in the blood 
of ‘ Lamb.” 

Ona Thursday morning she addressed ber brother in-law 
in these words: “ Brother, God has heard my prayer and 
pardoned my sins.” Being asked, Had you ‘rather die or 
live? she answered, “I would rather div.” Why? said 
her brother in-law ;—my dear, speak just as you feel. 
“Jf I live,” said she, “I shall always be a sinner ;”——but 
added, quoting the words of the apostle as expressive of 
her own feelings ;— Whether I live, may I live unto the 
Lord, and whether I die, may I die unto the Lord: 
whether I live, therefore, or die, may I be the Lord’s.”— 
After a short pause, she broke forth in the exhortation of 
the prophet to those who were around her-—“ Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found; call ye upon him while be 
is near.” Do you think that you shall go to heaven? 
“ Yes, if Jesus gives me a new heart.” After this she 
seemed engaged in piayer for some time, and then re- 
peated those well known lines : 


«¢ Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, 

While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there,” 


After a pause she exclaimed, “ Lord, take me to thyself, 
that where thou art, there | may be also” — 


« Jesus. lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly.” 


“¢ Jesus supports me whilst he afflicts me: Jesus is my por- 
tion and my all.” Sometime after, she repeated Christ’s 
words : “ Suffer little children to come unto me, and for- 
bid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven ;” 
adding, “ I want to go to Jesus that | may pray to him ; 
Jesus is my all; I put all my dependence on Jesus.” To 
her sisters, who were in the room, and supposed hee 
asleep, she unexpectedly addressed herself—“ Oh, sisters, 
put your trust in Jesus: care not for the world, nor the 

things of the world: they are all vain toys: don’t put it 
off to a sick bed as [ have done: it will then bea hard 
case.” In the evening, being asked if she felt able to at- 
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tend whiist prayer’ was offered up, she said, * Yes.” What 
shall we pray for? “ That Ged would forgive my sins ; 
aud if it be his holy will to restore me to health, that I 
ray live in his fear ail the days of my life; and ifit be his 
willto take me hence, that he would take me to himself.” 
After prayer she said, “ Don’t weep for me: it is God’s 
will; all is peace.—When I depart from hence, I hope 
soon to be with God ; I care not for the world; I want to 
kiss you all; Jesus take me to thy arms: I commend you 
ali to God; he is a kind ard faithful friend. I hope I 
shall soon be in a better world.” To her mother she said 
“ | commend you to the Lord; he will take care of you. 
] want to say more, but I cannot. Jesus, wash me in the 
blood of the Lamb.” In the night, being asked if she had 
ever thought of these things before, she replied, ‘* No: oh, 
that [ had thought of these things whilst in health, and not 
put it off to a death bed. I would warn every body not 
to do as I have done; it will then be a hard case.” On 
being reminded of the biessedness of being brought, 
though late, to know the things that belonged to her 
peace, she answered, “Oh, yes. -L have had kind parents 
to teach me; if 1 had not, 1 might now be in hell. Some 
poor children never have seen a Bible.” After a little 
while she again repeated Christ’s words—* Suffer little 
children,” &c. together with “ Remember now thy Crea- 


tor in the days of thy youth, before the evil days draw | 


nigh, and the years in which thou shalt say, I have no. 
pleasure in them”’—* If 1 live, I hope I shail serve him. 
‘ Jesus can make a dying bed,’ &c Jesus take me to thy- 
self.” She was soon afier seized with a violent spasm, so 
that she appeared to be dying, and the family were called 
together to take their leave of her. When a little recov- 
ered, she said, “I see Jesus holding a crown; he has 
washed me in his blood.” To the question of her brother- 
in-law, How are you? she answered, “ Happy! Jesus is 
my all.” Her brothers and sisters she exhorted, saying, 
“Trust in the Lord Jesus: make him your a'l; do not 
put it off to a death-bed. JI hope I shall meet all my 
fmends at the right hand of God. Oh, it would grieve me 
very much, at the last day, to bear the Lord say to any 
of my friends, Depart. Lord Jesus, take me to thyself.” 


—_ 
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The above exhortation to her brothers and sisters, she sent 
as a dying message from her to all her friends. To the in- 
quiry, Why do you wish the Lord Jesus to take you to hint. 
self? she replied, * Because, if i were to go to hell, what 
should Ido? I would be miserable for ever ;’—immedi- 
ately adding, * Seek ye the Lord whiie he may be found; 
call upon him whilst he is near; let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man _ his thoughts, and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy on 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 
She declared that Christ appeared lovely to her at this 
time. Having kissed her father, and mother, and sisters, 
she said to a little servant girl in the family, “ Be a good 
child; love Jesus.” To another, “ Be prepared—love 
Jesus, and pray to him.” 

On Friday morning, to the question of her mother, 
Flow do you feel now? she answered, “ Perfectly happy. 
I would not part with Jesus for all the riches of this world. 
Oh, that you might al! be like Mary in the Scriptures, 
who choose that good part which shall never be taken 
away. ‘To her brother-in law, who asked her what was 
her request in the prayer he was about offering up, she 
said, “If I die, that Christ wouid take me to himself; but 
if { live, that I may live unto the Lord: and if I die, that 
I may die unto the Lord ; so that whether I live or die, I 
may be the Lord’s,” At noon she had a faint turn, On 
recovering, she asked her brothet-in-law io pray wiih 
her,: * th at ber sins might be forgiven, and if consistent 
with God’s he! y will to restore’ her to health, she might 

spend the rest of her days in his fear: but above all, that 
God would enable her from the heart to say, “ thy will be 
dove.” Ov parting with her cousins, during the course of 
this evening, she said to one of them, “ Do not put off 
thinking of deaih to a death bed, as [ have dove; it may 
then be a hard case.” To auother, “ Iam going to a bet- 
ter world—we part here—I hope to meet yor » again.” 

On Saturday morning, to her father’s question, How do 
you feel? she answered, “Perfectly happy.” Why de 
you feel so? “ Because I trust that 1 am going to Jesus. 
You are willing to part with me; are you not?” “Iam 
going to depart, and to be with Christ,” Shorily after, as 
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ji in an ecstacy, she exclaimed, “ See, see Jesus with a 


crown.” During the morning her pastor visited and con- 
versed with her. Among other questions he asked her, 
‘ Would you wish your present condition to be changed ?” 
“ Not unless it be the Lord’s will.” “ What, would you 
not rather be delivered from your present sickness, and 
the remedies you are compelled to use for your relief ?” 
‘ Not unless it be the Lord’s will.” ‘“ Have you then no 
choice of your own ?” No.” “ Ts God’s will your will ?” 
“Yes.” “Would you not rather live thandie?” “TI would 
rather die.” “ Why r” Because, if I live I shall always 
be a sinner.” During this day, when she was thought to be 
dying, she said to her brother-in-law, “ Pray that Jesus 
would take me to himself.” Afterwards, she bore testi- 
mony to the loveliness of Jesus, and declared that she was 
periectly happy. Her sister repeated, at a time when she 
was considered speechless, “Oh death, where is thy 
sting ?? She immediately responded, “ Oh grave where 
is thy victory ?” and turning to her father, asked, “ Fa- 
ther, cannot you give me up to Jesus? he is my all.” 


(To be concluded ) 


eal 


THE INFANT PREACHER; 


OR, THE STORY OF HENRIETTA SMITH. 
(Concluded from page 189.) 


In one of the winter months, she had a desire to attend 
the Concert of Prayer. The twiligiit bad nearly disap- 
peared, when she made the request to go, and the place 
of worship was about the distance of one hundred rods. 
‘‘ My dear chiid,” said her afiectionaie mother, “1am 
desireus to gratify you this evening, bat you see it is dark, 
and I] am so unwell that Margaret must stay with me—I 
fear to have you go so far alone.” ‘ Ma,” said Henriet- 
ta, if sisier Margaret will go out and stand at the gate, un¢ 
til { have time to get to uncle K ’s, T shall not be 
afraid ; aud they cousin Lucy will be kind enough tego 


with me. “ Her mother assenied, and she set off. But 
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her cousin, on whose company she had made depend- 
ence, declined the acceptance of her proposal. She then 
proceeded in the dark alone. ‘The people, on her arrt- 
val, were all collected, and the door was shut. Phe 
weather was uncomfortably cold. Her bashfulness not 
wilawing her to go in, she stood shivering jn the ionely 
entry, perhaps an hour. <Atthe close of the meeting, 
some one found her in this situation, and inqoaired the 
cause of her standing there in the cold. She made this 
artless, if not pious reply; “ I could hear Deacon S 
pray here.” 

In respect to the Sabbath, Henrietta is remarkably con- 
scientionus. She says it is the Holy Sabbath; and, that 
all who do not keep it holy are very wicked. On the 
morning of every Sabbath, she repeats, of her own ac- 
cord, the fourth commandment, and invites every one 
around her to attend to it. During this day she reads al- 
most incessantly. Her favorite book on the Sabbath, and 
on other days, is the Bible. Being asked why she pre- 
ferred this book to any other? she said, “ Because it is 
the word of God, and tells about Jesus Christ.” A per- 
son, to try the strength of her attachment to the Scrip- 
tures, expressed some doubt in regard to their being all 
true. ‘If you say so,” said Henrieita, “ you are very 
wicked. The Bible is all true, because it is the word of 
God.” Once this astonishing child was much attached 
to idle story-books : all these she has now laid aside, She 
seems to have a high relish for books of a serious charac- 
ter, and spends most of her leisure time in reading ‘hem. 
In company with her playmates, she often speaks of the 
things of religion. Sbe talks in raptures about the pro- 
mise which she has of attending public worship and the 
Sabbath School, the ensuing’summer. In nov thing is she 
more remarkable than im the pointed reproof which she 
deals out to all avcund her. Her conscience is far more 
tender than it was formerly : in her general conduct there 
is a happy alteration. But whether the spirit of God 
hath begun a good work in her soul, is known only to 
Him, who can perfec: his own “ praise,’ even out of “ the 
mouths of babes and suckl ngs. 

Weleft Mrs, Smith in deep distress In view of her sin and 
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danger. By the blessing of God on the daily remarks of 


her liste daughter, her conviciion became mvre and more 
pungent, unul, as we hope, she found the pardon aud 
peace of the Gospel, at the feet of Jesus Christ. A wo- 
man in the neighbourhood came to make her a visit, and 
went away with an arrow of the Almighty in her heart. 
This woman was instrumental in deepening impressions 
of solemnity, which previously exis‘ed on the mind of her 
husband. She and ber husband are now, in the judg- 
ment of Christian charity, walking “band in band,” 
notin a “solitary way,” like the exiles from Eden; but 
like pilgrims of Zion, in the peaceful and pleasant paths 
oi Wisdom. ) 

Myr. Smith still exhibits fearful evidence of the reigning 
power of sin in his heart. He bas, however, been lately 
seen at one or two rekgious meetings ; but he persists in 
the neglect of famiiy prayer. Henvietta has been so 


often spurned from his presence, that she no longer urges - 


him to this most reasonabie duty. A few days since, she 
snid to her mother; “I have been asking my pa, to 
pray all winter—he has not prayed once—I think I shall 
not ask him again.” 

Reader, pause ;- and behold and admire the grace 
of God. The susject of this parvative was born in a 
Christian land: more than this can scarcely be said of 
herreligious privileges. She was not, like voung Samuel, 
given away to tue Lord before her birth, Nor, like Tim- 
oihy, was she, in early infancy, ‘* dandled on the knee of 
piety :” nor had she been baptized “ in the name of the 
FATHER, and of the SON, and of the HOLY GHOST.” 
No godly parents had, in this way, bespoke for her the 
covenant mercies of the God of Abrahain. No pious in- 
structions had prepared her to appreciate these mercies, 
Under such »npromising circumstances, at the age of six 
years, she is led to seek earnestly the baptism of herself 
and sisters,—to feel strongly the importance of prayer,— 
io be tremblingly alive to the sanctity of the Sabbath,— 
to take a deep mterest in the Bible,—to renounce, volun- 





. farily, and entirely, her books of amusemest; and to 


maintain a different appearance, not a few days only, but 
many months. Is not this “the finger of” that “ God?’ 
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who took Abraham from a land of idolaters, and Moses 
from the sins and fascinations of the court of Egypt? Do 
we not again hear the children cry, ‘* Hosanna to the Son 
ef David,” while their fathers reiterate, “ crucify him, 
erucify him ?” 

No less astonishing is the exhibition of Divine grace, in 
the case of the mother. Here we behold a woman, “ ac- 
customed to do evil,” till the sands of three score years 
and ten had half run out, and so totally careless of her 
soul, as not to go to the door to see Jesus, when he was 
passing by. This woman is found of the Father of mer- 
eies ; not as she brushes the dust from her Bible to learn 
her duty ; not amidst tears of mourning for the delight of 
her eyes, and the idol of her heart; not in the temple of 
God, the conference room, or the devout prayer meet- 
ing s—no: she is found, sitting at ease in her own dwell- 
ing, and in the contemptuous neglect of the ordinary 
means of salvation. She is found too, through the instru- 
mentality of her little child, whose religious education she 
had worse than neglected, “QO magnify the Lord with 
me, and let us exalt his name together.” It is only in 
acts of mercy that God, sometimes, if I may so speak, 
goes beyond himself. Cases of this extraordinary clar- 
acter are so unfrequent as not to give the slightest encour- 
agement to continuance in sin; and yet, they are seffi- 
ciently numerous to preserve “ the chief of sinners” from 
despair. When perseeuting Sauls are converted into 
zealous aposiles of Jesus; and when thieves and murder- 
ers are taken from the place of execution to Paradise; let 
piety sing of “ the exceeding riches” of Divine grace, but 
fet not licentiousness contemn the ordinary way in which 
sinners are fitted for heaven. With the blessing of God, 
the words of a child may sofien the hardest heart; with- 
out that blessing, the manly arguments of Paul, and the 
fervid eloquence of Apollos, cannot persuade an almost 
christian, to be one altogether. How important then the 
use of even the weakest means! To God belongs all the 
glory of the sinner’s salvation. 

Dear children, who read the story of little Henrietta, 
has God given you Christian parents? Do your pa and 
ma attend meeting? Do they encourage you to go? Deo 
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they teach you to pray? Do they pray with you morning 
and evening ? Do they tell you it is wicked to play on the 
Sabbath ? Have they given you to God in baptism? O 
how thankful ought you to be for such parents! May 
God bléss you on their account. And now let me ask 
you, my children, if you love to go to meeting, and to 
read your Bible, and to hear your papas pray? Some 
children are naughty. They are very difierent from good 
flenrietta. When they are at meetivg, they move, and 
laugh, and whisper, and stare, and play the whole time. 
When the Sabbath returns, these wicked children are sor- 
ry, They are unwiiling to leave their sports to read the 
sible, and learn the catechism. Instead of sitting quietly 
like litthe Henvietta, they are very uneasy. They often 
say, “ Pa, isn’t it most nightr” “ Ma, I am tired,—do let 
me go cut.” And sometimes these wicked children get 
away from under the eye of their parents, and begin their 
play before the end of the Sabbath. Ihave known such 
children contrive to be out of the room in time of family 
prayer. Ihave seen them leave the table just before 
their pa gave thanks to the Lord for their hourly mercies. 
Now my dear children, | hope you are not so wicked. | 
hope you love to think about God and Jesus Christ.— 
When you lie down at night, and when you rise up in the 
morning, L hope you do not neglect to say your prayers. 
Good people love to pray. How beautiful was the con- 
duct of Henrietta. She loved the Bible, and good books. 
She was unwilling to go into the orchard on the Sabbath. 
Again and again she entreated herpa to pray. Ilis neg- 
lect of this duty grieved her to the} heart. O you cannot 
tell how much pleasure it would have given her to have a 
good papa as you have. 

But possibly some children will read this story, who 
have ungodly parents. And what shall Isay to such? I 
will tell them to think about Henrietta. Have you, my 
dear children, ever asked your pa and ma to get you bap- 
tized? Have you ever asked them to pray with you? [ 
think they will not be angry if you go to them with tears 


- in your eyes, and plead with them, as Henrietta did with 


her parents. You can begin by reading to them this sto- 
ry. Tell them, that you esi in the Testament how some 
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parents brought little children unto Jesus Christ; and he 
took them in his arms and blessed them. Tell them that 
you wish to be baptized and be good children, so that you 
may go, when you die, and live with Christ in heaven. 

Christian Mothers, who are “ unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers,” and whose husbands refuse to listen to 
you on the subject of family religion, can you not hope 
for some aid in this matter, from your lisping babes rf 
These, if you are carefu! to instil] into their tender minds 
the sentiments of piety, may yet, by the blessing of Heav- 
en, be more successful in their petitions than was Henriet- 
ta. Nor would there be, on this subject, as in the case of 
Herodias, just ground of censure, if they should be “ be- 
fore instructed of their mother.” 

A closing remark to those parents who do not observe 
“the form of godliness :’—Your children, whom you are 
enticing down the broad way to destruction, are probably 
more sensible of your impiety than yourselves. Their 
silence is no certain proof that they do not notice your 
neglect of public worship; your profanation of the Sab- 
bath; your prayerless and unholy lives. And can your 
consciences sleep? O spare these tender objects of your 
affection, the painful duty, and the more painful disap- 
pointment of weeping Henrietta. Spare them the future 
necessity of giving their testimony against you in “ the 
judgment of the great day.” 


May 10, 1819, 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


LETTER FROM HELEN TO FRANCES. 


Oh Frances, what a delightful relief has your letter 
brought me ! Never did I wait with more eagerness, and 
still my nerves almost failed me in opening it, least I should 
not find you inclined to accompany me in the new way I 
hoped to go. No doubt was entertained but my dear 
cousin retained her usual respect for religion, and would 
segard my feelings with kindness. But this would nat 
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satisfy me, when I knew her soul to be precious as my 
own, and that its salvation could not be wrought out 
without “fear and trembling.” But oh, to read and 
see that my sickness was thus doubly blest, led me renew- 
edly to call upov my soul and all that was within me to 
bless and praise the name of Him who had wrought this 
work of love and mercy. Yes, said I to my dear mother, 
who was mingling tears of joy with mine; yes, your belov- 
ed Helen and Frances will join you in the blessed way of 
life everlasting. ‘Take us by the hand and conduct us, 


‘¢ To walk with God, to be divinely free, 
To soar and to anticipate the skies.” 


Her answer was a silent prayer to heaven forus. Oh, in 
that sweet moment, such a sublime ardour filled my heart 
that I was ready to bow and present my vow unto the 
Lord, that henceforth I woutd, through Christ strengthen- 
ing me, become a devoted witness for the trath as it is in 
Jesus. And dear Frances, if we live, 1 hope afier due re-« 
flection and deliberate preparation, we shall be permitted 
the blessed privilege of doing this publicly, “ in the courts 
of the Lord’s house in the presence of all his peop'e.” In 
this one thing I can say as Caroline Elizabeth Smelt! said, 
‘¢ Now I should delight to take my mother by the hand, 
and in the presence of seven millions of people, take a 
seat with her at the table of the Lord.” Since I have 
mentioned the name of that beautiful saint, I must ask if 
you have read the very interesting memoirs of her life? 
if you have, you will not think me extravagant 1u exclaim- 
ing, who ever heaid or read of any thing more angelic? 
How wonderful were the communicaiions of the Holy 
Spirit to her soul! She seemed, even here, like 


“ The rapt seraph that adores and burns. 


What purity, what fervour, what sublimity, marked her ex- 
ercises ! What heaven! ty eloquence dwelt upon her tongue 
as she spoke forth the praises of her Redeemer! Every 
beholder s:ood in silent astonishment. In her was made 
a most enrapturing display of all the lovely graces of piety. 

if it should happen that you bave not read the memoirs 
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I beg you to make no delay in getting it. I shall treasure 
it asa gem that will reflect much honour upon Him to 
whom all honour is due, and greatly advance his glorious 
cause. 

You see, my dear Frances, tbat my feelings have hur- 

ried me away from the imm ediate subject of your letter. 
Bat you may think me a poor comforter, though I trust 
you will understand me when I tell you that! rejoice in 
your distress. Your expressions of sorrow would afiect 
me with grief, if it were not for a delightful sense, that 
there ts “balm in Gilead and a Physician there.” If your 
sorrow was that of the world which worketh death, you 
would hee my tenderest compassion ; but if it is after a 
godly sort, how can I but rejoice exceedingly ? Your last 
sentence, thongh so expressive of distress, gave me the 
most sensible pleasure; for it instantly associated the de- 
lightful idea of your experiencing the justification of the 
humble publican who cried thus before you. And I can 
think of you in no other situation than as “ rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God, and joying in the God of salva- 
tion.” Yes, Frances, | must indulge the soothing hope 
that you have come to the arms of the gracious Saviour, 
who died to save sinners, and is constantly inviting them 
to come unto him and be saved. True, we are guilty sin- 
ners; but did he not bleed and die for such? And shall 
we ungratefully refuse to aecept the ransom he has 
bought with his lifer Ohno; Lhave endeavoured, in his 
name, to present myself at the fountain of his blood, and 
have thought that my poor heart has felt some precious 
evidence of being washed, and sanctified, and justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of owr God.” 
i feel a fiiial confidence in saying, “ Lord I believe,” and 
ceriainly can never forget to add, “ help thou mine unbe- 
lie(’%How much I want to see you, and converse upon 
these interesting things. [ know your affectionate bosom 
will be open for all the effusions of my heart. Wet, if we 
live the time will not be far distant ; aad until then, pray 
write as often as possible. 

i had almost forgotten {o mention any thing of my 

bodily heaith. Its improvement is rapid. I ride, every 
good day, but read little as yet, and my parents think it 
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will not do for me to resume my studies next quarter. 
But no circumstances need remove us from the school of 
Christ; we may uninterruptedly sit at his feet and learn 
the heavenly science. Write speedily. 

I may, I hope, subscribe myself yours in the bonds of 
a new and still more endeared union. HELEN. 


——— | 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
RESPECT TO SUPERIORS, 


Hardly any thing is more calenlated to excite the love 
and raise the hopes of a pious mind, than the orderly and 
respeciful behaviour of youth. ‘Their character deter- 
mines the prospect and probable state of society, for the 
next generation. Much depends upon the exertions of 
parents. Aud were they truly sensible of the vast impor- 
tance of the charge committed to them; did they fully 
exert their utmost to provide for them every needed good, 
to give them a proper education, and to train them in the 
* nurture and admonition of the Lord,” what might we not 
expect! But when we see a child who does not love and 
seek the society of his parents, we suspect that some fault 
has been committed in the education of that child. When 
we see him disrespectful and discbedient, we infer, not 
only the fault of his parents, but his own guilt and in- 
gratitude. When we see him under little or no restraint, 
we cannot but fear that lie will become the pest of society. 
When we see him insult a passing stranger, we believe It 
to be the sure presage of greater indignities and more de- 
testable enormities :—of a ripening disposition to disre- 
gard order, law and justice; to violate by every possible 
method the rights and privileges of others; we are per- 
suaded he will become a miserable and contemptible 
wretch, hated by his companions, despised by the respect- 
able, shunned by the virtuous, disregarded and neglected 


. by all. When we see him reviling the venerable grey 


hairs of age, instead of showing them every mark of atten- 
tion and respect, we anticipate his confinement within the 
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wal’s of a dungeon. When we see him contemning the 
word ef God, slighting and disobeying his miitisters, we 
know, that unless Almi ighty grace prevent, he is des- 
tined to the * blackness of darkness for ever ;” where is 
© weeping and waii ing ad gnasiing of teeth.’ ‘3 

One of the best cliaracteristics of tne ancient Spartans, 
was their reverence for stiperiors. especiaily for old age. 
Many of their regu‘ations, and tis among the rest, “ere 
very wise and judicious; for they existed in- fuil force 
more tban 700 yeors 

Tie following is an observation ofa disting.ished writer, 
well worthy of notice. —* Perhaps the modern inp 0 e- 
meint of sparing the red; of neglecting to babituate c il- 
drei to exercise se!f denial, io submit to superiors, and: to 
apply at stated limes, to thimgs uset..l, has bet ouly made 
way for much profligaey, but fas also itreduced a system 
of insaderdinativn, which has shaken Europe to its very 
centre.” F. 


S eintenaeeetindnd 


ON THE HONOUR DUE TO PARENTS. 


(Concluded from page 193.) 


The duty which ts thus set before you, is a most rea- 
sonable one —Sulfer me to remind you: 

1, That it is the command of God. No obiigation can 
be so high as this: itis the wilief God, Attention showid 
be paid to the place which this command occupies. It is 
one of the commands of the deca! ogue. Many couimands 
were delivered to the Jews in the wi'derness, but there 
were ten commands wriiten upon two slabs of stone, with 
the iatention, doubtless of giving them a decided pre em- 
inence. ‘This command is one of the ten; and it is the 
first precept in the second table, as if to int:mate that iis 
the most important of those duties which one creature 
owes to another. 

And you will observe, that this command has a promise 
annexed to it, “That thy days may he long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” It is the first com- 
mandment with promise. ‘fhough this promise belonged 
exclusively to the Jews, who had an inheritance in Ca: 
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naan, yet it shews the respect which God has to the indi- 
vidual who obeys the command 

On the other band, the displeasure of God is very 
strongly expressed against the child who is disobedient to 
his parents. See Prov. xxx. 17. “ The eye that mocketh 
at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens 
of the va'ley shall pick it out, and the young eagies shall 
eat it.” And a'so, Deut. xxi. 18. “If a man had a stub- 
born and rebeltious son, his parents were to make the case 


known to the elders of the city, and he was to be stoned 


with stones till he died.” 

2. It is the expression of filial gratitude. 

Children form very inadequate ideas of the obligations 
under which they are to their parents. Who watched over 
your infant hours, and paid you a thousand attentions, by 
night and by day, witheut which you would have perish- 
ed? Your parents. Who toiled, and laboured, and ex- 
erted themselves amidst the difficulties of life, to procure 
you bread to eat, and raiment to wear, when you thought 
bit little whence they came? Your parents. Who watch- 
ed the first dawnings of reason, and the first exercise of 
ihe affeetions and through a series of years, endeavoured 
io cultivate and mould your intellect, and your heart for 
virtue, and piety and happiness f Your parents. Who 
feel continued solicitudes for your reputation, your suc- 
cess in business. and honourable convections in life? 
Your parents. Who are abridging themselves of many 
personal indulgences, in order to leave you a portion, 
when they shal! have gone the way of the whole earth, 
and are numbered with the dead? Your parents. Who 
have made a constant practice of bearmg vou on their 
hearts, and pleading for you at a throne of grace, perhaps 
when you had no disposition to plead for yourselves, and 
might be in circumstances of great danger ? Your parenis. 


_And shall ail this kinduess (and the haif has not been told) 


be overlooked? Then, indeed, must your heart be a 
stranger to gratitude. 


‘¢ And can Lever cease to be 
Aifectionate and kind to thee, 
Who wast so very kind to me. 

MY PARENT.” 
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“ Ah! no; the thought I cannot bear!” is the reply of 
every ingenuous and aifectionate youth. 

2. The feeling of respect and honour to parents, is very 
nearly allied to the best feelings of a usefub citizen, and a 

ious Chrisiian. 

That relation which a child is first capab'e of under- 
standing, is the relation between a child and his parent. 
And probably the whole of a child’s virtue, in his youngest 
years, consists in the love and obedience which he ren- 
ders to his father and mother. But as he grows older, 
there are viher relations aud duties, which he is capable 
of understanding and practising. Such are the relations 
in which he stands, to the town and country in which he 
lives, and to ihe biessed God, his Creator and Preserver, 
and the duties ihat flow from them. Now, if you see a 
person who has not been used to honour his father and his 
mother, you need feel no surprise, that he should be diso- 
bedient to the laws of his country, and the commands of 
his God, because his feelings are not disciplined to subjec: 
tion and respect to superiors. It is in the natural course 
of things, that the young person who is so perverse and 
ungrateful as to disobey his parents, sheuid become a tur- 
bulent disorderly member of civi! society, and an atheisti- 
cal impugner of the revealed wil! and authority of heaven. 
If you wish to be among the virtuous and the pious, re- 
member that you begin early, and at home, under the pa- 
rental roof. 

4. Finaily, it will be proper to remind you of the retrib- 
utive justice of heaven. 

Let the young remember, while ihey are grieving the 
hearts of their pious and affectionate parents, by their dis- 
sipated, gay, and disobedient conduct, that there is an cye 
constantly observant of their conduct, aad a hand tiiat 
writes down all their faults. Your sin is not so much 
agains: your parents as against God; and he will recom- 
pense you. ‘ With what measure you imete, it shall be 
measured to you again.” ‘The time may come when you 
will find yourself at the head of a disobedient faaniy, 
which will rin your peace and bring your grey hairs wih 
sorrow to the grave. You wiil then read your sin in your 
punishment. Bat if you have been dutiful and kind, in 
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your youth, you may be blessed with a peaeeful and afiec- 


tionaie family, which will witness your happy exit from 


life, like a shock of corn fully ripe. But should it not 
please God to visit you signally in this life, there is a day 
of judgment, and a future state, when ail your deeds shail 
meet with a just recompense of reward. It will be well, if 
each individual looks inio his own heart, and enquires 
whether he has been guilty of violating this holy com- 
mand. And, alas! how many are there, who must plead 
guilty to a very alarming degree. ‘Think not, my young 
friend, that it is a sma!l sin, of which you have been guilty, 
by disregarding your parents. Perhaps conscience has 
not done its duty. You may even flatter yourself, that 
because you are not dishonest, nor profane, nor addicted 
to some of the grosser vices, that your character stands 
fair in the sightofiod and man. But, consider for a mo- 
ment! Has not the heart of a beloved parent, who could 
even die for your welfate, been wrung with anguish, when 
you have been plunging into the midst of temptation, amidst 
the gaieties of the theatre, or other places of carnal amuse- 
ment and dissipation ! And this in opposition to wishes most 
affectionately and strongly expressed, Can it be a little 
sin thus to violate the laws of heaven, im opposition to the 
very dictates of nature herself? Surely, nothing but the 
precious blood of atonement can wash away your guilty 
stains; to that precious fountain may you apply, that you 
may be pardoned, and purified as a peculiar people, who 
shall be zealous of good works. T. M. 


ae ee 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


As it cannot be supposed that our youthful readers are genérall 
acquainted with the rise and progress of the various benevolent insti- 
tutions, which, at this eventful period, are operating in different parts 
of the world, we propose to favour them with short historical sketches 
upon the subject; and shall commence with some account of the very 
interesting 


CHEROKEE AND CHOCTAW MISSIONS. 


The number of Indians in the United States and their 


territories, has been computed, from the best information 
yy 
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which the Committee of the American Board of Commis. 
sioners for Foreign Missions can obtain, to be about two 
hundred uud forty thousand. ‘They are divided and sub. 
divided into about seventy tribes and clans. Nearly one 
hundred thousand Indians were on this side the Mississip- 
pi before the depredations that have been committed upon 
them by their unprincipled white neighbors, compelled ma- 
ny of them to go to the country beyond it. The four 
Southern tribes, the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and 
Cherokees, comprise about seventy thousand ; more than 
one fourth part of the whole number of Aborigines within 
the jurisdiction of the United States. Under a very sa. 
cred sense of duty, which was deeply felt by the Board 
from its first formation, of attempting the propagation of 
Christianity among the pagans of our own country, their 
attention was particularly directed towards these four 
tribes. Not only their comparative numerical impert- 


ance, and also their situatton in a fine country and cli- © 


mate, and in the neighbourhood of a rapidly increasing 
white population; but above all, the favourableness of 
their disposition aud habits to civilization, gave them a 
particular claim to the first efforts, which they should be 
encouraged, by the leadings of Providence, to make for 
the establishment of a Western Mission. And as the 
Cherokees had, some years previous, experienced the 
advantage of Christian instruction, the effects of which 
were yet visible, it was thought that this tribe afforded 
the greatest encouragement for missionary labour.* In 
September 1816, therefore, the Rev. Cvrus Kingsbury a 
very judicious and devoted Missionary, in whom great 
confidence was piaced, and who bad long had special 


*In 1804 the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, whose praicé should be in 
all the churches, institated under the auspices of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, a mission among the Cherekees, which 
he conducted in person and with véry inadequate assistance and sup- 
port; and within about five years, between four or five hundred 
young persons of both sexes were so instructed asto be able to read 
with a good degree of facility in the English Bible ; were proportions 
ably advanced in spelling, wriling, and arithmetic ; and at the same 
time were taught the principles of the Christian religion. Many Bi- 
bles and religious ‘Tracts were distributed, and several individuals, 
some young and some of mature age, became hopeful and esemplary 
Christians. 
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reference in his services to American Pagans, was direct- 
ed to proceed into the Cherokee country to make neces- 
sary preparations for a Missionary establishment. On 
his way, according to his instructions, he visited the Heads 
of Departments, at Washington, communicated the de- 
sign of the Board, and solicited their patronage. They 
gave him a favourable hearing, expressed their decided 
approbation of the design, and their disposition to render 
it every facility and aid which the laws would permit. 
And by order of the President of the United States, the 
Secretary of war officially made the following statement : 

“The Agent (for Indian affairs) will be directed to 
erect a comfortable schoot house, and another for the 
teacher and such as may board with him, in such 
part of the nation as will be selected for the purpose. He 
will also be directed to furnish two ploughs, six hoes, and 
as many axes, for the purpose of introducing the art of 
cultivation among the pupils. Whenever he is informed, 
that female children are received, and brought into the 
school, and that a female teacher has been engaged, capa- 
ble of teaching them to spin, weave, and sew, a loom and 
half a dozen spinning wheels, and as many pair of cards, 
will be furnished. He will be directed from time to time, 
to cause other school houses to be erected, as they shall 
become necessary, and as the expectation of ultimate suc- 
cess shall justify the expenditure.” 

Early in October, Mr. Kingsbury attended a general 
council of the chiefs of the Cherokees and Creeks, and 
laid before them the object of his mission. He was re- 
ceived with much apparent affection and gladness. They 
expressed a strong wish to have schools esiablished among 
them, and one of the chiefs was appointed to go with Mr. 
Kivgsbury and select a suitable place for an establishment. 
They proceeded and found a plantation which had for 
some years been occupied by a Scotchman, who had re- — 
sided in the nation, and. which appeared to Mr. Kingsbury 
to be well calculated for the purpose; and as Mr. K. was 
authorized to purchase, he closed the coxtract. His next 
step was to lay in a stock of provisions, and make every 
necessary arrangement to open his school in the winter 
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er spring, which he did with great industry and excellent 
judgment. 

As soon as the Committee of the Board were apprized 
of the purchase of the plantation, they requested Messrs. 
Hall and Williams, two of the young men who had been 
cngaged as teachers, to make immediate preparations to 
go ard enter upon their labours. They obeyed the sum- 
mons with great gladness of heart, and were soon ready 
for their departure. They sailed from New-York, with 
their wives, on the 22d of January, 1817, and arrived at 
Savannah on the 80th; thence proceeded to Augusta, and. 
thence across the country to Chickamaugah, the place of 
their destination, where they arrived on the 7th of March, 
Laving been preserved through many dangers and trials, — 
and were welcomed by Mr. Kingsbury with great joy. | 

(To be continued. ) 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


On the first Sabbath in February, 1818, thirty-two were 
acded to the Church in Dunstable, Mass. ‘Twenty-six 
liad been previously added during the Revival? which then 
prevailed. Of these thirty-seven were heads of families, 
and five between 11 and 14 vears of age. About fiteen 
others were supposed to be subjects of renewing grace; 
and of this number about one half were under 12 years. 
According to the fast census, there were but 475 inhabit- 
ants in the town. 


Extract of a leiter to the Editor of the Recorder, dated Hal- 
lowell, Me. Feb. 23, 1819. 


‘¢T fcel some regret that so little news is received at 
your office, respecting the great things of religion in this 
eastern heritage. I am unable to give you particulars. 
I shall merely state, that a new revival commenced at Bath, 
some time since, and progressed very happily; and between 
30 and 40 had obtained a hope. In Chesterville, west 
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Hent from here, a revival also commenced not long sin¢ée ; and 
as Rev. Jotham Sewall, was absent on a mission, some of 





zed our neighboring ministers went there, and assisted in the 
ame. work. When I last-heard from there, more than 30 had 
we obtained a hope, and the work was said to be powerfully 
fo & progressing. On the east of us, in Palermo, about 20 
“a miles distant, and in a number of towns, including Mont- 
dy ville, the westerly part of Belfast, &c. a good work has 
ith for some time been carrying on, and many brouglit to 
at bow to the mild sceptre of the Prince of Peace. It is also 
ad said, that there has been a glorious work carrying on in 
of about a dozen towns, beginning with Cornville, and ex- 
hy tending to Million Acres, so called : even to the upper 
s, settlements ;—and we learnt, some time since that there 
were at least 200 real converts, and numerous others in 
various stages of conviction. ‘Thus you may see that we 
are almost surrounded with revivals, and. may with pro- 
priety say, “ what hath Ged wrought r” 
> BB Extract of a letter from the Rev. Experience Porter; 


dated Belchertown, February 20, 1819. 


Since the commencement of the current month, the 
seriousness, though apparently at a stand ainong adults, 
has greatly increased among the youth and children. In 
several of our Schools, numbers have been powerfully af- 
fected, and some, as we have reason to hope, savingly 
wrought upon.. These consist of youth and children, from 
eight to sixteen yearsofage. The whole number thathave 
passed from death unto life, since the revival commenced, 
may be two hundred and fifiy. One hundred and forty 
have been received into the Church. Many remain subjects 
of deep convictions; but I fear the number of such is not 
increasing. 

A wonderful spirit of prayer has accompanied this season 
of refreshing to the Church. Two and three general 
prayer- meetings in a week, have been held in not less than 
six places or districts of the town, besides private meetings 
of females and youth, which have also been very numer- 
ous and well attended. | 
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DEPARTURE OF THE MISSIONARIES. 


Tuesday A. M. June 8, the brig Indus, Capt. Wills, for 
Calcutta, having on board Messrs. Woodward, Winslow, - 
Spaulding, and Scudder, with their wives, sailed from 
Russell’s Wharf, Boston, to the outer harbor—and on Wed- 
nesday morning at 4 o’cloc’k, weighed anchor and proceed- 
ed to sea. Previous to her sailing, a large number of the 
friends of the Missionaries, and a crowd of spectators, as- 
sembled on the wharf. An appropriate hymn was sung © 
—after which the Rev. Dr. Worcester offered up a solemn, — 
impressive, and deeply affecting prayer, in behalf of these — 
devoted servants of their Lord, and for the success of their — 
gospel labors among the heathen. The moment of sepa- — 
ration now arrived—and the many adieus that were given, © 
and tears that were shed, evinced how closely the bonds of — 
Christian affection are drawn around the heart. The scene 
was indeed solemn, and we trust the impression it made 
will not soon be effaced from the memory. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


REPORT OF THE SABBATH SCHOOLS, IN FAIR VALE, 
GRANVILLE, N. ¥.—May 1819, 


In the brilliant constellation of modern improvements, 
no sitar shines witha more benign and heavenly light, 
than that of the Sabbath School institution. Its cheering 
rays have illumined the dark abodes of ignorance and 
poverty, aud directed many, who were groping in mental 
darkness, into the path of wisdom and of happiness. It 
has enlightened the minds of multitudes with the know- 
ledge of divine truth; and given to many that hope, which 
ean “ wipe the tear from sorrow’s eye;” and that faith 
which opens to the enraptured vision a brighter and a bet- 
ter world. 

While it cannot be too deeply lamented, that there are 
some who are so contracted and selfish in theic views, as 
to regard with indifference the interests of their fellow be- 











; 
f 


ibtmetodiatate 


A eRe age, 
a 


Sabbath Schools. 247 


ings, itis occasion of joy that there are others, whose be- 
nevolent hearts derive the highest gratification from wit- 
nessing the unexampled efforts of the present age, for the 
instruction of children and youth. ‘To such persons, it is 
believed, accounts like the following, will not prove wholly 
uninteresting. 

In the month of May, 1818, the Sabbath School in this 
place was first instituted : but owing to the want of regu- 
lar instructors, and sufficient rewards to induce the chil- 
dren to diligence, it promised little, until Autumn, when 
tickets were given them as an earnest of future reward. 
This was attended with very beneficial effects. ‘The 
number of scholars increased from seven or eight, to fifty ; 
and the exertions of those who had attended were re- 
doubled. 

On the 25th of December, the children were collected, 
and rewarded in proportion to their past diligence. From 
the commencement of the school until this time, more 
than 16,000 verses had been recited by seventy children ; 
1,586 of them by an individual. Immediately after this, 
two other schools were established in the vicinity of the 
first, and in connexion with it. One hundred and forty 
children, at different times, enjoyed the benefit of these 
three schools ; averaging about ninety to the Sabbath. 

At the close of the second quarter, nearly an hundred 
children were present to receive their rewards. A Report 
was read highly flattering to the scholars, and gratifying 
to their parents, teachers and friends. ‘The verses recited 
during the second quarter, amounted to 48,569; 48,569 of 
them without missing; 3,840 by one scholar, of which 
nearly 3,000 were recited without missing. A little girl, 
under six years of age, recited more than 500; above 70 
were recited by a little boy who did not know the alpha- 
bet: many others had recited mere than twe thousand. 

The conduct of the children, on that dzy, as on every 
other occasion, was such as to merit the approbation and 
affection of their teachers. 

The attention of the children to religious instruction, 
given them from time to time, has certainly been uncom- 
mon: and although it is not known that any have been 
the subjects of lasting serious impressions, yet @ tear is not 
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unfrequently seen to steal from their eyes, while hearing 
of their lost condition by nature, and the sufferings of their 
once crucified, but now glorious and exalted Redeemer. 

Although the teachers cannot say that one soul has, 
throvgh their instrumentality, been born into the kingdom 
of God, yet they do confideitly believe their labour has 
not been in vain. Much important knowledge bas been 
pained, in these schools, by those who entered ignorant of 
almost every divine truth. Cheered by the immutable 
promise of Jehovah, that “they who are not weary tn 
well-doing, shall reap in due time,” the teachers of these 
babes are resolved to go on, and by Divine aid, sow that 
seed, which, when watered by the dews ot Divine grace, 
will spring up and bear fruit to eternal life. 


EXTRACTS FROM SABBATH SCHOOL REPORTS. 
The Inspectors of the Middlebury Sabbath Schools state» 
that there were reci‘ed in the Wesiern Schoo! auring aterm 
of fifieen weeks, 54,421 verses 5 which is nearly at an aver- 
age of 3,641 for each week. The average number of 
Scholars for each week was 64, which gives an average of 
57 verses to each Scholar. 3 

In the centre Sch ol, during a term of fourteen weeks, 
about 34,000 verses were recited, being an average of 
2,428 per week. The number of verses recited in the 
Eastern School, during the same term, was 26,745: which 
is an average of 1 910 per week. ihe 4s it appears that 
during this short period, these Sciiools, averaging between 
150 and 200 Scholars per week, sai 115,166 verses. 

The Inspectors close ther Report with the following 
very pertinent observations. 

* To the benevolent mind, accustomed to observe the 
force of early impressions, and the lasting influence of what- 
ever we are in childhood taught to revere as sacred, these 
schools afford a most interesting spectacle. They show us 
a generation educating for God. Whocan repress the hope 
or refrain the prayer thal He who took young children in his 
asms to bless. them, will bless these hallowed fountaius of ia- 
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struction. It is He that has put it into the hearts of his 
faithful servants to open them: It is He who has supplied 
those waters of life that flow from them, and who can deubt 
but He will here affard the most encouraging tokens of his 
divine approbation and favour. While this report discloses 
so much thatought to animate and encourage us, it shows 
also the necessity of renewed zeal and activity on the part 
of the patrons and friends of the Sabbath Schools. We 
deem it the indispensable duty of parents and guardians by 
every means in their power to afford their countenance 
and support both to the instructors and chrildren. ‘They 
may do much to strengthen the hands and lighten the 
generous labours of the former, and to sustain the interest 
and encourage the honourable ambition of the latter.” 


PLAINFIELD SABBATH SCHOOL, 


The Sabbath School for the Middle District of Plainfield 
Conn. commenced in April 1818, and closed in December. 
During its continuance upwards of 70 became members 
of it. The nember which usually attend the recitations, 
however, was but about 40. Answers from memory were 
given, by the greater part of the sholars, to all the questions - 
in Emerson’s Doctrinal and Historical Catechisms. ‘Fhe 
aggregate number of answers thus given was 13,945, 
There were also recited from memory 16,478 verses in the 
Bible, 9,806 verses of Hymns, and 903 lines chiefly of 
prayers. Several of the scholars recited the whole of the 
Gospel of John. Several recited the whole Gospel of John 
and the beck of James. One girl of 7 years recited 728 
answers in Catechisms, 907 verses in the Bible, and 261 
verses of Hymns. Another girl of 13 years recited 562 
answers in Catechisms, 1188 verses in the Bible, and 658 
verses of Hymns. Another girl of 11 years, recited 562 
answers in Catechisms, 1272 verses in the Bible, and 1128 
verses of Hymns. One boy of 8 years recited 516 answers 
in Catechisms, 1231 verses in the Bible, and 309 verses of 
Hymns. Another boy of 12 years recited 562 answers in 
Catechisms, 1750 verses in the Bible, and 123 verses of 
Hymns. The same boy recited at one time 719 verses in 
the Bible.’ 
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WARNER SABBATH SCHOOLS. 





In this town Schools were opened the last season in six 
districts, and continued from 12 to 16 weeks. ‘The hole 
number of scholars that attended was 226, of different 
ages, from 410 22. About 60 of this number attended 
but few times. The whole number of verses of Scrip- 
ture recited was 84,113. One girl of 13 years, in ten 
Sabbaths recited seventeen hundred and eighiy seven verses ; 
her greatest lessom was three hundred and sixty eight. 
Scholars who had correctly recited 1200 verses were enti- 
tled to a Testament; on thirteen this reward was confer- 
ed. Others received Tracts, in the propertion of one 
page for every ten verses. By this measure, above six 
thousand pages of Tracts have been distributed, which it 
is hoped will be a mean of great good, not only to childe 
ren, but also to parents and other members of their respec- 
tive families. Never was money bestowed more chieer- 
fully than in furnisting these small preimiums, and for 
every exertion an abundant compensation was found ia 
the attention ard inprovement of the children. May the 
incorruptible seed of the word abide in tlreir hearts, and 
bring forth fruit to eternal life. 


A DYING YOUTH. 


A young person on the bed of sickness said, “five yeais- 
since I should have repined under the pains I now feel. 
It isso long since I was mercifully remembered by God, 
and found my pea¢ee in him. I have often heard of afflic- 
tion, but never knew what it was until this sickness: J 
have often heard instructions and advice to the afflicted, 
but never until now knew their value. Texpect todie. | 
have neither brother nor sister to leave. But, oh! my 
parents! YetIcan part with them, for I verily expect, 
through the grace of God, to meet them again soon.— 
They are now filled with grief, and if they should not be 
able, at my death, which must speedily happen, to say 
# the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 
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be the name of the Lord,” it would indeed be a sting to 
me. Oh! who knows but I may have a deeper sting! 
If God should withdraw his presence, and my wicked 
heart should triumph, it would indeed be hard to bear the 
pain and todie. I have not now, nor do I expect ever to 
have but one comfort, which is to say “not my will but 
thine be done ” ‘To say this is the purest comfort ef a 
Christian ; and if I do not mistake, it must be the triumph 
of a Christian in death.” 


SABBATH BREAKING. 


Net long ago, John Moores, convicted at Chester 
Assizes, of a Burglary, underwent the dreadful sentence 
of the law, on the drop, in the front of the House of Cor- 
rection, in that city. Moores was only in his twenty- 
second year. On the drop he stood firm and upright, and 
afier the rope was adjusted, addressed the spectators to 
this effect :—“ My friends, you are come here to see a 
man die; [ would advise you to take warning by me. 
the first beginning of my ruin was Sabbath breaking—it 
led me inio bad company, and from bad company, to rol- 
bing Gardens and Orchards—and from gardens and orch- 
ards, to House-breaking, and that has brought me to this 
place! Iam going to die a saerifice to Congleton.* 
Many of you here are young; and I, in an especial man- 
ner, warn you to beware of Sabbath breaking. Itis a very 
awful thing to die in this public manner, but I trust the 
Lord will have mercy on my soul. 1 have broken the 
laws of God and men, and I deserve to die. Iam guilty 
of the crime for which [am going to suffer, but am inno- 
ceil of being ever connected with any gang. I again 
warn you te beware of Sabbath-breaking.” After some 
further time spent in prayer, in which he was joined by 
tlie Rev. Mr. Taylor, one of the Ministers of St. John 
Sireet Chape!, he gave the fatal signal, aud was hurried 
into the eternal world. 


* Probably meaning that he was a native of Congleton. 
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SATURDAY NIGHT. 


Sweet to the soul the parting ray, 
That ushers placid evening in; 
Where with the still expiring day, 
The Sabbath’s peaceful hours begin : 
How grateful to the anxious breast, 
The sacred hours of holy rest. 


I love the blush of vernal bloom, 
When morning gilds night’s sullen tear ; 
And dear to me the mournful gloom, 
Of Autumn, “ Sabbath of the year ;” 
But purer pleasures, joys sublime, 
Await the dawn of holy time. 


Hush’d ts the tumult of the day, 
Aud worldly cares and business cease ; 
While oft the vés;-er breezes plav, 
To hymn the glad return of peace : 
O season blest, O moment given, 
To turn the vagrant thoughis to Heaven. 


What though involv’d in lurid light, 


The ljovliest charms of nature fade; 

Yet ’mid the gloom can heavenly light, 

With joy the contrite soul pervade : 
O then, Great Source of ligh: divine, 
With beams etherial giadden mine! 


Oft as these hallowed hours shall come, 
O raise my thoughts from earthly things, 
And bear me to my heaven!y home 
On living Faith’s immortal wings— 
Till the iast gleam of life decay 
In one eternal Sabbath Day. 





